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What Can YOU Do to Protect the 
University & Investigators?

October 21, 2020 Office of the Vice Chancellor for Research 2

 Disclosures and transparency -
Identify conflicts of commitment 
and interest

 Export Control - Protect and 
Conduct restricted party screenings

 Intellectual Property - Disclose 
inventions to the Office 
of Technology Management
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What Can YOU Do to Protect the 
University & Investigators?
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 Biosketches – Update to meet agency guidelines
 Foreign Components – Know what to include and 

when prior approval is needed

 Other Support – Update 
support documentation 
including NIH and NSF current 
and pending support

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Maybe Peggy adds, but stateing some of the ones missed may be key!

Be sure to emphasize using newest guidances and forms!

Other Support is called something else by NSF: International Activities I think.

Emphasize somewhere that a publication with a foreign collaborator (or including your foreign affiliation whether gift or paid) IS foreign component or international activity related to the grant.  Same with grants listed on publications that cite the grant.
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What Can YOU Do to Protect the 
University & Investigators?
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 Security of Materials, Data and 
Confidential Information – Ensure Material 
Transfer, Non-Disclosure and Date Use 
agreements are in place prior to transfers

 Visitors – Screen and monitor visiting 
scientists, visiting collaborators and 
meeting attendees

 Gifts Donations – Disclose gifts from 
foreign individuals or organizations 
including foundations, universities and 
corporations

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A gift would include a free postdoc, student, other from another university
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Examples - Undue Foreign Influence
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Cancer Letters April 26, 2019 : https://cancerletter.com/articles/20190426/

https://www.c-
span.org/video/?c4793797
/user-clip-foreign-
involvement

Presenter
Presentation Notes
C-SPAN / USER-CREATED CLIP BY CLAIREDIETZ APRIL 23, 2019: https://www.c-span.org/video/?c4793797/user-clip-foreign-involvement
NIH Director Francis Collins – 55 institutions 
As of June 2020 – 54 scientist resigned or were terminated
How NIH identifies potential problems
1.NIH works with federal law enforcement agencies, including the FBI
2.NIH sometimes receives anonymous complaints
3.NIH program staff – review publications listed in progress reports as matter of routine to assess how well the project is going and detect inconsistencies with what is reported to the agency – program staff are looking for documentation
One concept that emerged out of the NIH and FBI investigations – “Shadow Laboratories” – laboratories where work in the US institution is being duplicated, enhanced and potentially diverted.
MD Anderson cases – Letters from NIH and internal investigation made extensive use of email obtained from the Cancer Center.  MD Anderson provided email content from a number of employees.  MD Anderson also granted one real-time oversight for one employee as part of a criminal investigation.
Case 1 – Unauthorized sharing of confidential materials and failure to disclose affiliations in China. None of it was reported on the R-01 application, she did not disclose presumed international co-authors on publications. 
Case 2 – Involved personal relationships, quid-pro-quo exchanges of personal and professional benefits in pursuit of foreign talent membership, the investigator delivered “know-how, data, and samples” to an entity in China – this includes primers designed and sequenced by his post-doc at MD Anderson – no documentation of a Material Transfer Agreement.  MD Anderson has referred this case to law enforcement for “possible criminal prosecution.”
Case 3 – Sending confidential information to a foreign institution – “Some methods you may learn from this proposal.  Keep this confidential.”  Researcher had not disclosed relationships with the foreign institution. 
Case 4 – There were undisclosed potential conflicts of interest and commitment to foreign entities that the research failed to disclose to MD Anderson.  In this case, the research cooperated with MD Anderson – forthright, cooperative, contrite – volunteered information that the investigators would not have found – that would factor into considerations for corrective action.  Researcher was non-compliant but not to the level requiring termination according to MD Anderson – but that needed to be evaluated by NIH and if NIH found otherwise, MD Anderson would have to reconsider its position.


https://cancerletter.com/articles/20190426/
https://www.c-span.org/video/?c4793797/user-clip-foreign-involvement
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Examples - Undue Foreign Influence
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https://physicstoday.scitation.org/do/10.1063/PT.6.2.20190620a/full/
https://news.aamc.org/research/article/combatting-undue-foreign-influence-us-research/
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Examples - Undue Foreign Influence
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https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/researcher-charged-illegally-using-us-grant-funds-develop-scientific-expertise-chinahttps://www.adn.com/alaska-news/crime-
courts/ 2020/07/10/ohio-scientist-arrested-at-anchorage-airport-was-trying-to-transfer-us-funded-research-to-china-prosecutors-say/
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Examples - Undue Foreign Influence
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https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-02051-8
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OVCR, Office for Research Integrity (ORI) 
and OSP
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80 
COUNTRIES

99 
COUNTRIES

Improving coordination of OVCR functions 
for research integrity and compliance

Research Misconduct
Conflict of Commitment and Interest
Export Control



UIC

Escalating oversight by most federal research 
sponsors and national concerns articulated 
by the Office of Sciences and Technology 
Policy (OSTP) in the Executive Office of the 
President compel the University to 
clarify disclosure guidance to comply 
with the University Policy on Conflict of 
Commitment and Interest (COCI).
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http://research.uic.edu/sites/default/files/OSTPLetter.pdf
https://research.uic.edu/compliance/coi/policies-regulations/
https://go.uic.edu/coiRNUAGuidance

University Policy on Conflict 
of Commitment and Interest

http://research.uic.edu/sites/default/files/OSTPLetter.pdf
https://research.uic.edu/compliance/coi/policies-regulations/
http://research.uic.edu/sites/default/files/OSTPLetter.pdf
https://research.uic.edu/compliance/coi/policies-regulations/
https://go.uic.edu/coiRNUAGuidance
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Foreign Influence on UIC Research and 
Scholarship
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https://research.uic.edu/compliance/foreign-influence-on-uic-research-and-scholarship/

UIC faculty, staff and students should 
understand the current regulatory landscape 
and be aware of responsibilities to:
▪ safeguard university resources                              

and intellectual property;
▪ fully disclose external                                                    

financial interests, activities; and,
▪ follow export regulations
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Be Informed
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▪ Review your research portfolio
– Identify potential foreign 

influence issues
▪ Know agency requirements for 

foreign influence
– DOD, DOE, NIH, NSF

▪ Coordinate detailed training for 
your investigators and staff with 
the Office for Research Integrity
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Reminder of NIH Policies on Other Support 
FCOI and Foreign Components
Other Support
List all positions and scientific appointments and resources both domestic and 
foreign held be senior/key personnel

FCOI
Investigators are required to disclose to their institution financial interests 
received from a foreign institution of higher education or the government of 
another country

Foreign Component
Significant scientific element of the NIH-supported project outside of the US

October 21, 2020 Office of the Vice Chancellor for Research 13

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-19-114.html

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-19-114.html
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NSF PAPPG Updates

Appointments
• Senior personnel must identify all current and domestic or foreign professional 

appointments outside of the individual's academic, professional, or institutional 
appointments at the proposing organization

Current and Pending Support
• includes all resources made available to an individual in support of and/or related 

to all of his/her research efforts, regardless of whether or not they have monetary 
value

• An item or service given with the expectation of an associated time commitment is 
not a gift and is instead an in-kind contribution and must be reported to NSF

October 21, 2020 Office of the Vice Chancellor for Research 14
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Review Publications
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▪ Review publications listed on the investigator's biosketch
▪ Review publications listed on the RPPR
▪ Search publication databases

– Pubmed
– PLOS

▪ UIC Library can assist with publication searches
▪ What affiliations are listed for the 

investigators?
▪ What funding sources and grants 

numbers are cited in the publications?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
NIH reviews publications in RPPR (as noted by Francis Collins). 
Michael Lauer, NIH Deputy Director (Cancer Letters): "Sometims our program staff notice things on publications that don’t seem to match the information that [NIH] is receiving. For example, they may see that a project is not only being funded, but also being funded by a grant coming from a foreign country.  Or they may see that a large number of the authors on a grant are coming from a foreign country,or they'll just see a scientist whom [NIH is] funding and whom [NIH is] supporting, also lists a foreign affiliation."
"Now that may be perfectly fine, but what happens is [NIH staff] look at [NIH's] documention, documentation that has been provided to [NIH] by the institution, and [if NIH staff don’t] see any of that, that raises questions."
A major thing to look for is a UIC faculty having both a UIC appointment and a non-UIC appointment.
Someone that has US (UIC) grants that they check to see if publications have foreign grants. 
One related foreign grant would be a foreign component that should be reported.   
The same US and foreign grant on several papers is a red flag to US agencies for foreign government interference.
Look at papers with UIC funding AND foreign and UIC affiliation AND other affiliations is as (or more) important than just looking at the lists. 
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Review Publications
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
A major thing to look for is a UIC faculty having both a UIC appointment and a non-UIC appointment.
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Review Publications
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Someone that has US (UIC) grants that they check to see if publications have foreign grants. 
One related foreign grant would be a foreign component that should be reported.   
The same US and foreign grant on several papers is a red flag to US agencies for foreign government interference.
Look at papers with UIC funding AND foreign and UIC affiliation AND other affiliations is as (or more) important than just looking at the lists. 




UIC

Fundamental Research

No restrictions on publications other than a limited review with the 
purpose of ensuring the protection of proprietary information, on 
the free and open publications of the research results in journals or 
other technical literature (regardless of whether there is any actual 
publication)

No sponsor restrictions (e.g., an agency of the U.S. Government) on 
the nationality of personnel who can be involved in the research

October 21, 2020 Office of the Vice Chancellor for Research 18
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Fundamental Research Restrictions

Examples of restrictions which may nullify the fundamental 
research exclusion include:

• Researchers accept restrictions or approvals for publication or the use of 
foreign nationals

• Pre-publication review with the right to withhold portions of the research 
results from publication

• Approval required from sponsor to use foreign nationals on a project

October 21, 2020 Office of the Vice Chancellor for Research 19
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UIC Policy on Classified and Restricted 
Research
• Be familiar with the UIC Policy on 

Classified and Restricted Research
• What can and cannot be done 

under the policy
• When can you use exceptions

• Creating and Implementing Technology 
Control Plans (TCPs)

October 21, 2020 Office of the Vice Chancellor for Research 20

https://policies.uic.edu/uic-policy-library/research-2/policy-classified-restricted-research/
https://research.uic.edu/compliance/export-controls/

https://policies.uic.edu/uic-policy-library/research-2/policy-classified-restricted-research/
https://research.uic.edu/compliance/export-controls/
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Material Transfer Agreements
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 UIC owns the research materials, data and 
equipment

 Faculty members and departmental administrators 
do not have the authority to enter into MTAs on 
behalf of the University, whether UIC is the 
recipient or provider of the material

 All MTAs are handled by OSP
 Some materials, software or data may require an 

export license if shipped abroad
 Some items cannot be shipped to a restricted or 

banned party, or located in an embargoed country 
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Material Transfer Agreements
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plasmids
antibodies
cultures 
animal models
cell line and cell stocks
chemical compounds
software

prototypes 
equipment
reagents 
vectors
mice
drugs
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Monitor Travel
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https://go.uic.edu/coiRNUAGuidance 
https://www.vpaa.uillinois.edu/cms/One.aspx?portalId=420456&pageId=984574#examplesnot
https://www.ethics.uillinois.edu/cms/one.aspx?portalId=1216&pageId=212007
https://research.uic.edu/compliance/export-controls/

Ethics Office
▪ Education materials and 

missions

COI Disclosures
▪ RNUA

– Travel paid by 
entities that are not 
exempted

▪ Sponsor Specific
– Must disclose 

sponsored and 
reimbursed travel if 
$5,000 or more

Export Controls
▪ What to know if you 

travel overseas
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International Travel – Best Practices
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https://oge.uic.edu/international-travel-safety-enrollment/
https://policies.uic.edu/uic-policy-library/global/international-travel-safety-policy

 Register the trip with the UIC Travel Roster
 Take only a password-protected laptop and 

mobile devices swept clean of everything 
but typical software and minimal data 

 Avoid taking any data with you and, if 
possible, remotely access your data 
securely over the network (i.e. VPN). All 
original data should be housed at UIC or on 
a UIC-supported service

 Don’t bring any research material, samples, 
etc., unless authorized by UIC through an 
MTA or research agreement
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International Travel – Best Practices
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 Back up your original data regularly 
 What if your laptop, mobile devise or 

information were lost, stolen or destroyed? 
Don’t take information you don’t need, 
including sensitive contact information

 Don’t use USB flash drives given to you, and if 
you absolutely have to use your USB flash 
drive in a foreign computer, do not use that 
USB flash drive again

 Contact the Export Controls Compliance 
Officer or OSP for help
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Resources
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• NSF - Current and Pending Support
• NSF - Synergistic Activities
• NSF - Collaborators and Other Affiliations Information
• NIH - Other Support
• NIH - Biosketch Format Pages, Instructions and Samples
• NIH - Statement on Protecting the Integrity of U.S. Biomedical Research
• NIH - Grant Policy Statement – Prior Approval - Foreign Component
• NIH - Grant Policy Statement – Definitions - Foreign Component
• NIH - Letter from NIH Director Francis Collins
• NIH - Protecting U.S. Biomedical Intellectual Innovation

https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/policydocs/pappg18_1/pappg_2.jsp#IIC2h
https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/policydocs/pappg18_1/pappg_2.jsp#IIC2fid
https://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/coa.jsp
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/forms/othersupport.htm
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/forms/biosketch.htm
https://www.nih.gov/about-nih/who-we-are/nih-director/statements/statement-protecting-integrity-us-biomedical-research
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/policy/nihgps/html5/section_8/8.1.2_prior_approval_requirements.htm
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/policy/nihgps/html5/section_1/1.2_definition_of_terms.htm
https://www.insidehighered.com/sites/default/server_files/media/NIH%20Foreign%20Influence%20Letter%20to%20Grantees%2008-20-18.pdf
https://grants.nih.gov/policy/protecting-innovation.htm
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Contacts
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• Office for Research Integrity
• Rick Gemeinhart, PhD, Associate Vice Chancellor 

for Research
• Jacquelyn Jancius, Director, Conflict of Interest
• Patricia Pfister, Export Controls Compliance Officer

• Office of Sponsored Programs
• Karen McCormack, Executive Director, Office of 

Sponsored Programs
• Peggy Diskin, Director, Office of 

Sponsored Programs, Pre-Award Services

• Office of Global Engagement
• Dr. James Hammerschmidt, Office of International 

Services
• Jeff Wang, Programs for International Partnership

mailto:Jancius,%20Jacquelyn%20L%20%3cjancius@uic.edu%3e
mailto:Pfister,%20Patricia%20A%20%3cpfister@uic.edu%3e
mailto:Diskin,%20Peggy%20%3cmmcand1@uic.edu%3e
mailto:Hammerschmidt,%20James%20%3chammerje@uic.edu%3e
mailto:Wang,%20Jeff%20%3cjwang7@uic.edu%3e
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